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A Gift for CASA 
Just after Thanksgiving 1989 a baby girl 

was born.  Ten years later the young girl was 
entrusted to the Department of Social Services 
and placed in foster care.  A CASA volunteer was 
assigned.  Over the next eight years, the child 
experienced 11 placements, 18 court hearings, 
and five social workers.  Just before Christmas in 
2007, the 18-year-old child became – in the eyes 
of the law – an adult and left the system behind.  
Her CASA volunteer, who had remained with her 
for eight years, was dismissed from the case.  

On October 14, 2009 a young woman walked 
up the steps at 100 Court Square to Piedmont 
CASA and asked to see her CASA volunteer.  
She wanted to see her CASA worker because, as 
she put it, the CASA was the only one to “make a 
difference” and “was always there for me.”

At Piedmont CASA we count this story as one 
of our great successes.  Although this child spent 
years of her life engaged with a system that was 
unable to meet fully her needs for stability and 
structure, much less provide her with the kind of 
love and nurturing we all believe children deserve, 
she WAS provided a CASA volunteer. The CASA 
volunteer couldn’t act as a mother, a teacher, or 
even a mentor – but she could be there to listen 
and report, to gather information and disseminate 
it, to be ever-present and stable during a time that 
was primarily marked by upheaval and uncertainty.

Like the young girl who was assigned her 
CASA Volunteer in December 1999 and who left 
the system in December 2007, many children 
find themselves in court, through no fault of their 
own, during the holidays. This time of year, which 
is supposed to be full of joy and celebration with 

family, can instead be a time of loneliness and 
sadness for hundreds of local children. At Piedmont 
CASA we are always aware at this time of year that 
many of the children we serve are not able to be 
with their families and loved ones. Instead they are 
spending the season in foster homes, residential 
facilities, group homes and sometimes, hospitals. 
Foster parents, social workers, therapists, group 
home supervisors and the other caring adults are 
aware of how hard the holiday season can be for 
children who are not living at home. Like them, 
CASA volunteers make special efforts to visit with 
their CASA children during a time that is supposed 
to be full of fun and joy, hoping to help ease the 
pain that marks their lives.  

This year, as the holidays approached, the 
young woman directed her steps toward Piedmont 
CASA hoping to reconnect with her CASA 
volunteer.  Despite the fact that the CASA volunteer 
had retired and moved out of state, the connection 
was made: the former volunteer joyfully reported 
that the young woman lives successfully on her 
own, is employed and is taking classes at the 
local community college.  When the former CASA 
child sought out her volunteer, she was hoping to 
reestablish a relationship that was a significant part 
of her youth.  In the process she gave the volunteer 
the knowledge that her eight years of advocacy 
were significant and meaningful.  And having that 
child come back into her life, what a gift!  n
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At this fall’s Induction 
Ceremony of new CASA 
volunteers, Juvenile Court Judge 
Edward DeJ. Berry spoke of his 
admiration for Piedmont CASA, 
noting that Piedmont CASA 
helped “write the book” on 
excellence in CASA programs.  
As I near the end of my six years 
on Piedmont CASA’s governing 
board, I now understand what 
Judge Berry means much more 
completely than I did at the 
beginning of my tenure.

In “writing” the book under 
Ruth Stone’s exceptional 
leadership, our chapter of 
this national organization has 
developed comprehensive 
training programs for new 
volunteers, largely using 
local resources; has hired a 
skilled – and dedicated –staff 
to support the volunteers as 
they tackle always-challenging 
cases; and from the beginning 
has earned the support of the 
larger community by effectively 
explaining its mission and the 
growing need for this work.

“Edits” to the program 
have come gradually over the 
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   ...having that child
come back into her life,
              what a gift!



A Special Thanks to Our Contributors

Guardian
$25,000+
Charlottesville Radio Group*
Department of Criminal Justice 	
     Services
Victims of Crime Act

Pacesetter
$5,000 to $24,999
Sara and Ranjit Ahluwalia
BAMA Works Fund in the
     Charlottesville Area Community   
     Foundation
Janet Bonner
Charlottesville Area Community    
     Foundation
City of Charlottesville
Commonwealth of Virginia Campaign
County of Albemarle
Michael W. Drischler
E. C. Wareheim Foundation
Family and Children’s Trust Fund
I. J. and Hilda M. Breeden Foundation
Tony and Lara Ignaczak
J & E Berkley Foundation
McGuireWoods LLP
Paul Bechtner Foundation
Perry Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Sandy Reisky de Dubnic
United Way-Thomas Jefferson Area
R. Ted and Sheila Weschler
Whitney and Anne Stone Foundation
     Mr. and Mrs. David J. Wood, Jr.
     Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Wood II

Ambassador
$2,500 to $4,999
Bank of America
Dorothy Batten
Michael and Lillian BeVier
Dominion Foundation
Pamela French
GE Volunteers*
Kappa Alpha Theta-Delta Chi
Payne Ross & Associates, Inc.*
Quantitative Investment Management 
     Fund
John and Ruth Stone
Whole Foods Market

Benefactor
$1,000 to $2,499
Anonymous (2)
Carolyn and Bill Achenbach
The Arnold F. Baggins Foundation,
     Inc.
     Melissa and Greg Jurick
Bettter Living Foundation
Ralph and Jacqueline Bradley
Blair Carter
Coralee B. Davis
Ms. Elizabeth duPont
Eagle Corporation
     Will McNeely
EastCoast Web Design*
     Erin Spencer
Ms. Therese M. Elron
Fife Family Foundation
     Mr. and Mrs. Eugene V. Fife
Ruth E. Geils
Richard B. and Leslie F. Gilliam
Terry E. Grant
Dana and Peter Harris
Bebe D. Heiner
W. Paul Huddleston and Dorianne 
     Boudreau
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Izard
Barbara and Robin Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin C. Leibl
Diane and Howie Long
The Margaret and Frank Stinchfield 
     Foundation
     Mr. Lee T. Stinchfield
Mental Health Services Fund

     James and Shelah K. Scott
Michael and Alicia Milligan
David and Daisy Moga
Daniel Nagin and Tomiko Brown- 
     Nagin
Rob and Paula Newcomb
The Oakwood Foundation Charitable
     Trust
L.F. and Susan Payne*
Mr. and Mrs. Randl L. Shure
The Standish Family Foundation
     Liza and Mark Sackson
Susan R. Stein and Kenneth Abraham
Anne Stone
The Titmus Foundation, Inc.
The Wellington Group Inc.
     Mr. and Mrs. Gabor Osvath
Westminster Presbyterian Church
WestWind Foundation
     Edward and Janet Miller
Roberta Bell Williamson
The Yorkshire Foundation
      Mr. and Mrs. Victor M. Dandridge, Jr.

Patron
$500 to $999
Anonymous (1)
American Press, L.L.C.
     Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Pettygrove
Martha D. Ballenger
Mr. and Mrs. Victor C. Barringer II
Mr. and Mrs. David Beach
George A. Beller and Katherine 
     Brooks
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew K. Block, Jr.
Daniel and Nancy Brody
Steve and Mary Burns
John and Jeanne Chamales
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Cory
Cynnie Davis
Mr. and Mrs. John N. Deal
Dreaming Hand Foundation
Louise and Earl Dudley
Mr. Michael G. Durland
Rose Burks Emery, Esq.
Emmanuel Episcopal Church
Mr. and Mrs. Albert D. Ernest, Jr.
Mason and Dick Fogg
Keith and Carole Frazee
Brock and Julia Green
Mr. and Mrs. A. Dandridge Gregg
Molly and Robert Hardie
Andrew D. Hart, Jr. and Margaret 
     H. Hart
Dr. and Mrs. William N. Herbert
Mr. Richard T. Hill
Carol and Blake Hurt
Mr. and Mrs. David Hutchinson
Carol Johnston
Thad and Anne Jones
Katy and Tony Kreienbaum
Ruth and Stephen Lanning
Jeff and Janet Legro
Mr. and Mrs. H. Eugene Lockhart
Liz A. Mason
Mitford Children’s Foundation
     Ms. Jan Karon
Mr. B. Wistar Morris and Ms. Karen
     M. Moran
David and Katherine Morris
Lang and Latham Murray
Aillinn M. Ogden
Optimist Club of the Blue Ridge
Mr. and Mrs. George C. Palmer III
Kathryn B. and F. Troost Parker
Susan Pollart
Thea Randolph
Mr. and Mrs. J. Hunter Reichert
The  Robert D. and Virginia J.
     McCallum Family Foundation
     Virginia and John B. Syer
Carol and Ed Roberts
Morton and Josephine Roberts
The  Ronald McDonald House of 
     Charlottesville

Mrs. Frederic W. Scott
Shelah K. Scott
Susan Snyder and Robert Spekman
Sojourners United Church of Christ
St. Paul’s Memorial Church
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Stultz
Betsy and Jay Swett
The Watterson Foundation
Frank and Jennifer Winslow
Reg and Kathie Woods

Friend
$100 to $499
Anonymous (14)
Advocates, Inc.
     Carol Goldstein
Albemarle Baking Company
Charles P. Ancona
Robert and Janice Aron
Barbara C. Aulebach
Bailey Printing
Mr. and Mrs. J. Jonathan Baker
Saphira Baker
Lori and David Balaban
Linda and Richard Balnave
Nancy and David Bass
Heidi V. P. and James N. Bell,  IV
Belmont Baptist Church*
Gordon Berne
Rodney and Jane Biltonen
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Blanton
Linda Holford
Jennie and deK Bowen
BP America, Inc.
Kathy Bradley
Patricia M. Brady
Bonnie and Dick Brewer
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Brewster
David and Delores Brush
Ruthie Buck and Jim Pisano
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey F. Buckalew
Susan Burke
James R. Burns
Dianne and Mike Burris
Jeff and Mary Burton
Mr. and Mrs. Forrest F. Butler
Frank C. Byers, Jr. and Gerald W. 
     Northcutt
Adrienne and Stephen Canterbury
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Casey, Jr.
Joseph T. Cashman III
Kim and Bobby Casteen
Johannah and Randy Castleman
Rip and Millie Cathcart
Edie and Tony Champ
Warner Chapman
Suzanne T. Chitwood
Sarah Corcoran
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene F. Corrigan
Beth Duffy Cox
Elizabeth Crawford
Everett and Candace Crosby
The Dammann Fund, Inc.
     Christopher M. and Catherine C. 
     Kramer
Patricia Dangelo
Nancy Daniel
Ms. Susan W. Davenport and Mr. W. 
     Edgar Spigle
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick M. de Barros
The de Vink Foundation Inc.
     Mr. and Mrs. Rupert de Vink
Drs. John and Cynthia Dent
Nancy F. Dettor
Doesy and T. M. Dickinson
Stacey D. Diefenderfer
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Disharoon
Robert A. Donovan
Michael and Jean Dooley
Jan Dorman and Elliott Weiss
Kimberly Y. Dunaway
Julia Spies Dunstan
Lawrence R. and Vicky C. Eicher
Gretchen Ellis and Jay Schlothauer
Mary Eustis
Charles B. Fitzgerald

Flying Blue Geckos at St. Anne’s 
     Belfield School
Jane Foster
Agnes Fotta
Mr. and Mrs. David C. Foulk
Melinda and Henry Frierson
Sylvia and Michael Gage
Michael and Ellen Geismar
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Goetz
Annie Gould
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Gould
Grace Episcopal Church
     McIlhaney Episcopal Parish
Joseph and Brenda Graham
Karen Gray
Elisabeth T. and Erik S. Greenbaum
Ted and Sharon Greene
Chuck and Marian Gross
Leanne Grove
Angela Gunter
Bradley H. and Meredith S. Gunter
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Hacking
Jim and Sue Haden
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald B. Haeckel
Erin Fletcher Hall
Suzanne C. Hatcher
Paula and Thomas Haughey
Marilyn and John Helleberg
Glen and Sylvia Henderson
Stan and Dee Henderson
Margaret F. Heubeck
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Holden
Joan Hornberger
Shannon Horton
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis D. Horton
Sharon L. Hostler, M.D.
Dr. and Mrs. Albert L. Huber
Mary Huey
Linda and Donald Hunt
Integral Yoga Natural Foods
Mary E. Jensen
Cathy and Bill Kahn
Dr. Neal F. Kassell and Dr. Lee 
     Manning
Karyl and Irving Kayton
Art and Sue Keyser
Judith M. Simpson and Michel N.
     Kicq
Phil and Gail Kiester
Jamie and Nancy Knorr
Christopher M. and Catherine C. 
     Kramer
Ludwig Kuttner
Fred Landess
Dr. John L. Lanham
The Law Office of Patricia M. Brady
Philip and Dena Lawton
Sandra and Jay Levine
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Lewis IV
LexisNexis*
Graham and Rachel Lilly
Bob and Brenda Lloyd
Lollipop Shop, LLC
     Anthony and Christy Wenzel
Mark and Cynthia Lorenzoni
Kevin Lynch
Zanne Macdonald
Julia and Paul Mahoney
Lisa and Daniel Mann
Elizabeth R. Marcus
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Mascotte
Mr. and Mrs. Clement McGillicuddy
Caroline and Jay McNeely
Mary Ellen H. McVey
Richard and Elizabeth Merrill
Mrs. Derry Miller-Meyung and
     Mr. Eugene J. Meyung
Mr. and Mrs. Leigh B. Middleditch, Jr.
Bruce and Susan Miller
Mr. Murray Milner
Dan and Harriet Mohler
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Preston Moore, Jr.
Sue Ann Morgan
Frances R. Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy S. Mullen
Jim and Bunny Murray

Ou
r 

Co
nt

ri
bu

to
rs

Ju
ly

 1
, 2

00
8 

– 
Ju

ne
 3

0,
 2

00
9



Ms. Meghan Murray and Mr. Steve 
     Bowers
Mohan Nadkarni
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James W. Newman, Jr.
Old Dominion National Bank
Ronald and Natalie Olsen
Ovation Builders, LLC
Nina and Yalcin Ozbey
William and Jolene Park
Mr. and Mrs. Edward R. Parrish
Tom and Joanne Payne
Vito and Linda Perriello
Elizabeth M. Peterson
Brad and Tracy Pettit
Probe, Inc.*
Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Quayle III
Carolyn LaFon Rader
M. K. Rady
Jane Ralls
Charlotte L. Rea
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Reese
Deborah and David Reynolds
William J. and Karen S. Rheuban
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. Richmond, Jr.
Mimi and Dick Riley
Mr. and Mrs. Edward H. Ripper
Edward R. Rivers
Mildred Wigfall Robinson
Dennis and Ann Rooker
Jane W. Rotch
David M. Rowe
George Rutherglen
Elizabeth Salgado
Clarence and Donna Sampson
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Sandridge
Mr. and Mrs. Jack W. Sanford, Sr.
Jack and Missy Sanford
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel W. Sawyer
Bob and Marty Sayler
Tom and Allison Schildwachter
Sara and Fred Schroeder
Lindsey Schwab
Paul and Susan Seehaver
Ms. Deborah B. Shapiro
Dennis and Jane Sigloh
Kent Sinclair, Jr.
Marcie and French Slaughter
Edward R. Slaughter, Jr.
Ashlin W. Smith
Anne C. Snyder
Peter Spaar
Anne L. Spence
Brooke and Madison Spencer
Carol Anne Spreen
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Stadelmaier
Gineane and Sean Stalfort
Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Stamm
Starr Hill Brewing Company*
Tom and Tina Stephens
Charles J. Stick
Anne and Alfred Strickler
Laurie J. Strucko
Dr. and Mrs. T. Austin Sydnor, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Sylvester
Christina and Tee Teague
The Hook*
Mac and Elsie Thompson
Laura and Wayt Timberlake
Jane R. Tolleson
Dorothy and Bill Tompkins
Carl and Victoria Tremaglio
Leigh R. Trippe
Louise Trudel
Mr. and Mrs. Michael F. Tubridy
Betsy and Chip Tucker
Dr. Alice P. Turner
Rodney C. van Ausdall
Eric and Jennifer Vettel
Village School*
Walter J. and Ruth Wadlington
Daniel and Alison Walden
Kathy and Chris Walmsley
Bart and Laura Weis
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew C. Wicks

Thomas and Cara Wiehl
George Williams
Stirling and Jane Williamson
Charters Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Wilson
Tom and Jeanine Wolanski
John W. Wolcott III
Elizabeth Woodard
Peter and Kristin Wray

Donor
$1 to $99
Anonymous (13)
Mrs. Mildred Abraham
Prof. and Mrs. Brandt R. Allen
Animal Medical Center of
     Charlottesville PLC
     Dr. and Mrs. Nigel Bray
Nadine A. Armstrong
Ms. Melba S. Atkinson
Mr. and Mrs. G. Francis Banks
Louisa C. Barrett
Ms. Elizabeth Barretta-Davis
Ann Thornton Bearden
Patrick and Jane Belisle
Sari Bennett and Samuel Schustek
Melody S. Bianchetto
Sharon and Thomas Bibb
Walter and Evelyn Bibb
Liz Blankenship
Karen and Warren Boeschenstein
Richard J. and Kathleen F. Bonnie
Shirley E. Booker
Henry Bourguignon
J. DeK Bowen
Kelly Bruton
Ann Bunts
Iney Byfield
Bruce and Terri Cabell
Mike and Vikki Callison
Doug J. Campbell and Tracey C. 
     Hopper
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Z. Cannon
Mary Hill Caperton
Mr. and Mrs. C. Alan Chamberlain
Ms. Ramona R. Chapman
Bev and Vin Cibbarelli
Kathleen A. Clark
James Collins
Ms. Rachel Peretz Comes
Steven Cooper and Janice Burnham
Virginia Daugherty
Donal Day
Donna DeJong
D. A. and Caroline Dessouky
Ms. Marcia A. Dickinson and Mr. 
Albert L. Simmons
Peg and Bob Donnelly
Margareta Douglas
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Downer, Jr.
Helene and Bill Downs
Peter and Carol Easter
Corina D. Elizan
Rebecca Eustis
Leah Fechtmann
Jim and Betsy Fernald
Wendy Fisher
John and Nancy Flentje
Food Lion, LLC
M. E. Forbes
Diana Foster and Tom Jones
Ms. Rebecca H. Foster and Mr. Brian 
     Pusser
Ray and Doris Frantz
Phoebe Frosch
Tyler P. Gallik
Blair C. Gammon
Larry and Judy Gannon
Bob and Ethel Garrity
Warren and Nita Grupe
Mr. Edgar J. Gunter
Richard and Charity Haines
Virginia Hallock
Dr. and Mrs. William Hay
Proal and Susie Heartwell
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Heid

Karen K. Heistand
Eric Hess
Kemp and Tommy Hill
Rachael B. Holmes
Lisa and Robert Inlow
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Jackson
Billie D. Jackson
Joan T. Jay
Margaret and Bryant Jenkins
Jane Johansen
Ms. Debra S. Jones
Timmie Jones
Ms. Connie Jorgensen
Mr. Gustav G. Kamptner
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Kelly, Jr.
James G. Knight and Elaine M. Knight
Arnold Liebman and Beverly Pawson
Ms. Marian A. Limber
Peppy G. Linden
Angus and Holly Macaulay
John and Bea MacDonald
Pat Macionis
Elizabeth B. Mandell
Jack Marshall and Cri Kars-Marshall
Mary Martin and Peter Sevcik
Valerie Matthews
Mr. and Mrs. John C. McCoid II
Catherine and Gene McGahren
Edith and Henry McHenry
Mr. Daniel J. Meador
Dr. Timothy D. Meakem
Tom Michie
Mr. and Mrs. B. Saunders Midyette
Guy and Jean Moffat
Becky and Rob Mooney
Lea A. Moore
Don and Lisa Morin
Dougie Morris
Matt and Kathy Morris
Jeffrey and Judy Morton
Margaret Mucklo
Kevin and Tamara Murray
Marsha R. Musser
Denise Oinonen
Mark A. Pannell
Sonya N. Parker
Hope and Rydell Payne
Jacquie and John Pickering
Dennis Proffitt
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Putnam
Katherine Ralston and Michael 
     McMahan
Geneva Richardson
Joe Ronan
Anne and James Rucker
Geri and Bruce Schirmer
Jefferson M. Sesler
Catherine and Tyler Sewell
Jean Shepard and Bob Gross
David and Wanda Shuster
Mr. John T. Sinclair III
Pat Smith and Ray Mishler
George and Helen Snyder
William and Elena Speidel
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Stalfort II
Ed and Suzanne Stephens
Mr. John N. Stoner
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Sweeney
Anne Austin Sydnor
Mr. and Mrs. Edward D. Tayloe II
Tip Top Restaurant, Inc.
     Mr. and Mrs. Terry Vassalos
Ellen and Harris Tobias
Peggy and Mike Van Yahres
Thomas L. Von Hemert
Mr. Robert Walters and Ms. Janet 
     Muse
Hance and Jane West
Rebecca E. Weybright
John and Sally Whitaker
Dr. and Mrs. Morton C. Wilhelm
J. Page and Peggy W. Williams
Janice Wood
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph S. Yackso
Barbara Yalden-Thomson

In Memory of …
Paul Singh Ahluwalia
     By Sara and Ranjit Ahluwalia
     By Tobin A. Gohn
Nora Beavers
     By Rodney and Jane Biltonen
W. Marcus Brown
     By Daniel Nagin and Tomiko
         Brown-Nagin
Orbin F. Carter, Jr.
     By Blair Carter
Pat Cooke
     By Mr. and Mrs. C. Alan
         Chamberlain
Thomas J. Deal
     By Mr. and Mrs. John N. Deal
Ann Drischler
     By Anonymous
     By Sara and Ranjit Ahluwalia
     By Michael and Lillian BeVier
     By Doug J. Campbell and Tracey
         C. Hopper
     By Adrienne and Stephen
         Canterbury
     By Michael W. Drischler
     By Louise and Earl Dudley
     By Ruth and Stephen Lanning
     By Becky and Rob Mooney
     By Rob and Paula Newcomb
     By Hope and Rydell Payne
     By John and Ruth Stone
     By Janet Williams
Thomas J. Gilliam
     By Nadine A. Armstrong
Vito Perriello
     By David and Katherine Morris
Ted Stuart
     By Mary E. Forbes
     By Janice A. Wood

In Honor of …
Carolyn Achenbach
     By Mr. B. Wistar Morris and 
         Ms. Karen M. Moran
Lillian R. BeVier
     By Anonymous
CASA Children
     By Charlotte L. Rea
CASA Volunteers
     By Patricia M. Brady
Beth Ann Duffy Cox
     By Mr. and Mrs. Jack Jackson
Louise Dudley
     By Bob and Marty Sayler
Kimberly Emery
     By Bob and Ethel Garrity
Rebecca Eustis
     By Mary Eustis
Francis Fife and Nancy O’Brien
     By Mr. and Mrs. Edward D. Tayloe II
Dave and Carol Hogg
     By Carolyn LaFon Rader
Nancy and Jack Horn
     By Sandra and Jay Levine
Kitty Landess
     By Fred Landess
Daisy Moga
     By Louisa C. Barrett
Katherine M. Morris
     By James G. Knight and Elaine 
         M. Knight
John and Toni Obrion
     By Sandra and Jay Levine
Morton and Josephine Roberts
     By Elizabeth Salgado
Mildred Robinson
     By Jim and Sue Haden
Anne and James Rucker
     By Ms. Marcia A. Dickinson and
         Mr. Albert L. Simmons
Al Stone
     By Anonymous
Ruth Stone
     By Louise and Earl Dudley
     By Timmie Jones
     By David and Katherine Morris

Peggy and Austin Sydnor
     By Margaret and Bryant Jenkins
     By Anne Austin Sydnor

We thank our many supporters for 
their generous gifts to Piedmont
CASA. If an error or ommission has 
occurred, we express our sincere 
regret and ask that it be brought to 
our attention.

If you would like copies of Piedmont 
CASA’s financial statements, please 
call the office at (434) 971-7515.

*In-kind gifts
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Rachel S. Lloyd Miller

Office Administrator
Janet Williams
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6 - 9 years
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3 - 5 years
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Up to 2 years
Janet Alving

Patricia Adler

Pat Angeles

Amalia Belcher

Billy Benson

Heather Boe

Janet Bonner

Betty Brown

Susan Burke

Ruthann Carr

Ruth Carroll

Liz Carter

Wei-Bing Chen

Barbara Colberg

Stephen Cooley

Lynette Cuff

Adrienne Dent
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Susan Edwards

Therese Elron

Anne Fitzgerald

John Flentje

Arianna Gallo

Alice Gore

Chuck Gross

Abby Guskind
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Erin Hall

Mary Kathryn Hassett
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Warren Hedges

Diane Hoffman

Erin Houlihan

Kathryn Hunter

Barbara Hutchinson

Susan Jacobson

Helen Kimble

Sharla Klingel
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Jeff Langston

Monica Markelz

Jose Masini

Ginger McKee

Matthew Medina

Kati Naess

Mary Nafpaktitis

Peggy Nicholson

Eva Olszewski

Brooke Pettit

Kimm Price

Michelle Rice

Rebecca Riddle-Whitlow
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Richard Schneider

Caitlin Schwab

Paul Seehaver

Janet Shobe

Harriet Slezak

Meri Jane Smith

Betsey Soulsby

Tammy Stephens

Desiree Toliver

Molly Tran

Cathy Wicks

Kathy Yarmey

Jean Zearly

Volunteer Activity Highlights:

Piedmont CASA Honors Its Volunteer Advocates 2009

•	 Piedmont CASA trained 40 new CASA volunteers;

•	 Advocates were assigned to 83 new children (compared with 	
	 70 the previous year);

•	 Cases were successfully closed for 68 children; Of the
	 closed cases, advocates were assigned to their children an
	 average of 19 months;

•	 124 independent investigations were conducted; 

•	 338 hearings were attended;

•	 7,086 contacts were made by CASA volunteers with children,
	 parents, physicians, therapists, social workers, attorneys and
	 others;

•	 960 monthly monitoring reports were submitted by CASA
	 volunteers; 

•	 Volunteers with Piedmont CASA contributed 11,389 hours in
	 services working on behalf of child abuse victims;

•	 8 children remained on Piedmont CASA’s waiting list at
	 the end of the year.

Spring Training Starts in March 2010!
Please call Piedmont CASA at (434) 971-7515 or email 
pcasa@embarqmail.com for an application, or apply on-line 
at www.pcasa.org.



When you send in your gift 
to Piedmont CASA, do you 
wonder about the children 
who will benefit directly from 
your generosity? They aren’t 
usually on the news and they 
don’t usually make the front 
page of local newspapers --the 
child who witnesses violent 
arguments between his drunken 
parents; the daughter sexually 
assaulted by her mother’s 
boyfriend; brothers and sisters 
living in a home with bugs, 
animal feces, rotting food and 
garbage; or the teenage girl who 
overdosed to escape the pain 
of her mother’s verbal abuse.  
Sadly, most of the abused and 
neglected children we serve live 
quietly under the radar, waiting 
for someone to step in and 
make a difference for them.  It’s 
only when their circumstances 
become severe enough or 
continue long enough that the 
system can start the process of 
rescuing them from caregivers 
who can’t or won’t take proper 
care of them.  

CASA children live in a 
hidden world devastated 
by family secrets.  CASA 
volunteers are assigned to the 
most serious cases requiring 
court intervention. Volunteer 
advocates get to know the 
children and their situations, 
independently investigating 
the circumstances that 
brought them to court.  These 
efforts culminate with written 
recommendations to our local 
judges as to what services and 
outcomes are in the children’s 
best interests.  

Last year, our volunteers 
helped locate relatives; they 
ensured the enrollment of 
children in after school activities; 
they advocated for siblings to 
stay together in foster care; 
they helped assure appropriate 
medical treatment for asthma, 
a bacterial infection and dental 
needs; they notified social 
services of the presence of 
a registered sex offender in 
a child’s home; they helped 
arrange therapy for grief, loss 

and anger following separation 
from family; they pinpointed the 
need for counseling in response 
to stress; and they facilitated 
proper school placement.  

The CASA volunteers’ efforts 
to remain a positive force of 
continuity and advocacy are 
unmatched, and they are bound 
only by the time they have to 
give. The need for their service 
cannot be overstated. Virginia 
ranks 46th out of the 50 states on 
spending to protect children –only 
$37.24 per child.1 Our volunteers 
donate, on average, $1,000 
worth of their time, to each 
CASA child.2   

When you send in your gift 
to Piedmont CASA, 89 cents 
of every dollar goes directly 
to the program services for 
children. Piedmont CASA 
volunteers make a difference 
for the children they serve, and 
because of your help we are 
able to assign more volunteers 
to more children. We, and these 
local children, say thank you. n

Director’s Message – Investing in Children past 14 years.  When Juvenile 
Court judges began to assign 
virtually all of the abuse and 
neglect cases before them to 
CASA, the result was often 
a double-digit waiting list of 
children for whom there were 
not available volunteers.  CASA 
responded by stepping up its 
volunteer recruitment: day and 
evening training classes have 
been held in various locations 
around Charlottesville, so as to be 
convenient for more applicants, 
and CASA has successfully 
applied for grants to support 
both print and radio advertising, 
again expanding its reach.  
These days, over the course of 
a year, an active roster of about 
90 volunteers works on behalf 
of approximately 200 children, 
researching and recommending 
ways for them to live in safe, 
nurturing and permanent homes. 

Opportunities for “revision” 
continue to arise as CASA seeks 
to serve better our local children.  
For example, CASA, along with 
other local agencies, is doing 
more to help teenagers in foster 
care prepare for independent 
living, necessary when they must 
leave “the system” at age 18.  
And Ruth Stone, the consummate 
– and visionary – collaborator, 
has led CASA’s involvement in 
the Family Treatment Court, the 
Foothills Child Advocacy Center, 
the Charlottesville/Albemarle 
Commission on Children and 
Families, and numerous state-
wide initiatives.

And so, after six years I leave 
the board not only with great 
respect for all that this wonderful 
organization has accomplished 
so far, but also with the certainty 
that it will continue to write, 
edit and revise as necessary in 
pursuit of its mission: to speak 
effectively for local children so 
long as they are in need.

Louise Dudley, Chair

1 We Can Do Better, Child Abuse and Neglect Deaths In America, Every Child Matters
  Education Fund, Washington, D.C.
2 Virginia Office on Volunteerism Value of Volunteer Time

Financial Summary:
July 1, 2008–June 30, 2009

Expenses:

Program Services		  $504,540.00

Administration		  $  25,201.00

Fundraising		  $  37,092.00

			   $566,833.00

Income:

Donations			   $238,664.00

Foundations, Clubs & Churches	 $  62,745.00

Local Government Grants	 $  17,850.00

State/Federal Grants		  $119,458.00

Other			   $    3,851.00

			   $442,568.00

Expenses
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The Children We Serve
Last year 103 CASA volunteers served 210 child victims, a 12% increase over      
FY 08. Of the 210 children ages birth to 18, 90 were girls and 120 were boys, 
a 27% increase in the number of boys. Three children were African; 73 Black/   
African American; seven Hispanic/Latino; one Middle Eastern; 39 multi-racial;     
and 87 White.

CASA Makes a Difference
Piedmont CASA tracks the well-being of children served by the volunteers. Of the
68 children whose cases were closed last year:

• 100% of children remained free from new incidents of abuse or neglect;
• 92% of children with health needs received the medical care they needed;
• 100% of children with mental health concerns benefited from improvement in emotional well-being and/or received appropriate
        therapeutic services; 
• 100% of school age children with educational concerns demonstrated grade-level academic performance, or received remedial
        services; and
• 100% of the children served by the program remained free from new “founded” incidents of abuse and/or neglect.

CASA Volunteers are ordinary people who do extraordinary things for children.


