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Volunteer Spotlight:
Ruth Geils

P
Paula F. Newcomb

CASA came to my attention late
one afternoon in the mid 1990’s
when two women came to visit
Monticello; we were in the board
room overlooking Mr. Jefferson’s
vegetable garden. This was a place
where I often watched school
children playing – children happy
from learning. As Kathy Parker and
Julie Stamm asked questions about
friend-raising and fund-raising, I
heard in their voices an unusual
devotion to service, and, in turn, I
became the one asking questions.
Here were two people who had
made the support of an organization
that helped children their personal
mission. A strong and growing
annual fund was not good enough
for them or their colleagues on the
CASA Board and its Development
Committee; they wanted to begin to
build a savings account as well. Since
that time, the endowment dollars
they helped to raise from a handful
of our community’s leaders have
served Piedmont CASA very well.
That meeting at Monticello is a vivid
memory for me. And fortunately, for
our community’s children in need,
there are many others like Kathy and
Julie who make CASA a priority either
by volunteering or by providing critical
philanthropic support.
Piedmont Court Appointed Special
Advocates, Inc. provides trained
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iedmont CASA volunteers are special.
Advocating for abused and neglected
children is extremely challenging and often
emotional work. It’s terribly frustrating at times,
but the moments of success bring euphoria on a
unique and deeply personal level. People apply
to be CASA volunteers for myriad reasons – some
are compelled to help children, some want to
learn the ins and outs of juvenile court, some want
to make positive use of their own healed wounds.
The typical CASA volunteer
remains with our program for
about two years, the duration
of many of our cases. What is
more unusual is the volunteer who
remains with Piedmont CASA
for 5 years or more, making a
difference on multiple cases for
multiple children. And what is
altogether rare is the volunteer
who retires and then returns ﬁve
years later for more.
Ruth Geils was ﬁrst inducted as
a CASA volunteer in 1997. She
says that her background in social
work in combination with her
own identiﬁcation with children
who had no voice (or were
Ruth Geils
afraid to use it) and a passion
for “difference” made her a prime candidate.
When she saw a Piedmont CASA ad on TV, she
felt personally called and began the process of
becoming a court appointed special advocate. It
was, she felt, a “natural ﬁt.”
It was a natural ﬁt on Piedmont CASA’s end
as well. From a graduate school placement
on Riker’s Island where she had worked with
adolescents, to her career in social work, to her
volunteer position at juvenile court writing social
histories, Ruth brought a great deal of experience
and interest to her role as CASA Volunteer. Ruth
volunteered with the program for eight years,
and during that time she served on six cases,
advocating for eight children. As an exemplary
volunteer, Ruth explored every avenue on a case
– she examined medical records and school

records; she traveled when placements changed;
she interviewed all parties to a case, making sure
her information was thorough and current; and
most of all, she served the children for whom she
advocated fully and unequivocally. Her passion
for the work was evident, and her commitment
was clear. What was also clear, however, was
that after eight years, she burned out. Ruth was
“making herself crazy” because she was always
on the job; at 3:00am she would ﬁnd herself

mulling over the details of a case, worrying the
minutiae and pondering the big picture. So, when
that eighth child and sixth case came to closure,
Ruth closed up her own ﬁles and returned them to
the CASA ofﬁce.
From 2005-2009 Ruth didn’t work a single
case. Instead she focused on other passions:
family, reading and baseball (she wanted to
be an umpire, but second to that dream is the
pleasure of watching the New York Yankees lose).
Although she wasn’t a CASA volunteer anymore,
Ruth maintained connections with Piedmont
CASA – a lunch with Ruth Stone here and there,
intermittent phone calls to see how things were
going and regular donations to the organization –
these were indicators that Ruth was still attached
to the program. Ruth admits that she always
continued on page 2
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volunteers to advocate for the best
interests of abused and neglected
children, promoting and supporting
safe, permanent and nurturing
homes for child victims before the
courts of the 16th Judicial District of
Virginia. Piedmont CASA promotes
awareness about child abuse
and neglect through community
education and outreach. This focused
mission tells what CASA does; how
it does its work is told in hundreds
of individual stories. They are lifechanging stories.
Piedmont CASA turns ﬁfteen
this year. Over the years more than
1,000 children have had a special
advocate by their side when their
future was in question. How is a
judge supposed to decide what
is best for a child when he hears
competing stories from the adults
who are closest to the child? We
hear over and over again from Judge
Berry that the CASA volunteer is
often the key to making a decision
that has the best chance to give
children the second, third or fourth
try at a better life.
It was Carolyn Achenbach who
championed the creation of Piedmont
CASA. Her work as a CASA in
Chicago provided the knowledge
of the important role volunteers
can play on behalf of neglected or
abused children. When Carolyn and
her husband, Bill, moved to town she
joined a small group of people trying
to start a program here. Bill says
their kitchen table was the ﬁrst CASA
ofﬁce here in town. There were many
able hands helping, and before long
Ruth Stone was at the helm. Ruth’s
dedication, her commitment, and her
unﬂappable ability to focus, always,
on what is best for a particular child
makes Piedmont CASA the envy of
many other CASA programs. Her
team – Becky Mooney, Hope Payne,
Lindsey Henry, Annie Izard, Rachel
Lloyd Miller and Janet Williams – has
a combined 85 years of experience
with the law, social work and CASA.
But more than experience, they
have drive, and heart and soul. They
are truly a team. Charlottesville and
Albemarle are lucky they are working
together to help children in need.
continued on page 3
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Ruth Geils
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thought about CASA, and she couldn’t let go of
her passion for the “human puzzle.” And even
though she became incredibly exasperated when
there were too many bureaucratic roadblocks, she
loved the collaborative effort between the people
and agencies working for the good of a broader
community family. Piedmont CASA continued
to “call” Ruth Geils, and after ﬁve years, she
answered the call again.
In 2010 at the age of 80, Ruth returned to
Piedmont CASA for a seventh case, advocating
for a ninth child. You see, Ruth believes that
Piedmont CASA is the “greatest organization in
the world,” and is absolutely necessary for our
community’s children. The frustrations are minimal
when compared to the need. Ruth believes, as
all of our volunteers do, that these children not
only deserve, but also require a voice in court.
The ones who are supposed to be their primary
advocates, parents and other caretakers, are

Piedmont CASA Board of Directors
Paula F. Newcomb, Chairman
Dan Nagin, Vice-Chairman
Ranjit Ahluwalia
Martha Ballenger
Steve Bowers
Angela M. Davis
Katy Kreienbaum
Janet Legro
David Moga
Aillinn M. Ogden
Phil Stinnie
Ella D. Strubel
Jennifer Winslow

either unable to or actively choose not to fulﬁll that
role. So, the CASA volunteer steps in and speaks
up. Ruth’s voice is, and always has been, strong
and vital, especially in service to children.
Ruth Geils has spoken up for nine of our
community’s children. She has helped to ensure
that these children have the opportunity for a life
where safety, stability and love are the principal
elements, rather than fear, pain and uncertainty.
And Ruth, who wishes the spotlight could shine
on all her fellow volunteers whom she honors,
extends a message to them: “You can come
back!” This is challenging and emotional work
– and those who are dedicated to it may want a
respite. Ruth’s hope, and Piedmont CASA’s hope,
is that all volunteers know that it’s never too late
to make a difference for a child. Ruth Geils has
made a profound difference for children. And
she makes a difference for all of us at Piedmont
CASA, as well. Thank you, Ruth! ■

Emeritus Board of Directors
Carolyn Achenbach
Stephanie Commander
Sarah Dandridge
Kimberly C. Emery
Tracey Hopper
Carol B. Hurt
Diane Long
Kathy Parker
Julie Stamm
Edward M. Wayland

Piedmont CASA Staff
Executive Director
Ruth L. Stone
CASA Supervisors
Lindsey Henry
Annie Izard
Becky Mooney
Hope Payne
Advancement Director
Rachel S. Lloyd Miller
Ofﬁce Administrator
Janet Williams

Financial Summary:
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Expenses

July 1, 2008–June 30, 2009

Fundraising
7%
Administration
4%

Expenses:
Program Services

$504,540.00

Administration

$ 25,201.00

Fundraising

$ 37,092.00

Program Services
89%

$566,833.00

Income:
CASA Volunteer Hours

$194,636.00

Donations

$238,664.00

Income

Foundations, Clubs & Churches $ 62,745.00
Local Government Grants

$ 17,850.00

State/Federal Grants

$119,458.00

Other

$ 3,851.00

Other
1%

State/Federal
Grants
19%

CASA Volunteer
Hours
31%

Local
Government Grants
3%
Foundations, Clubs
and Churches
10%

$637,204.00
Donations
36%

CASA Facts as of May 2010...
105 CASA Volunteers have served 208 children from 124 families
11 children are on our waitlist
The average volunteer age is 51.5 years old
40% of CASA children live in foster care
53% of CASA children are boys
33% of CASA cases close in less than a year
English is NOT the primary language for 8% of CASA children
Piedmont CASA turned 15 years old this year
In 15 years, Piedmont CASA has trained 463 volunteers who have advocated for 1082 children

Thank you for supporting and believing in
Piedmont CASA. Your contributions to our
Annual Fund make an extraordinary difference to
our community’s children. If you haven’t yet made
your tax-deductible gift to Piedmont CASA,
there is still time to contribute!
❖
The 2009-2010 Annual Fund Campaign
goes through June 30, 2010.

In late April this year Piedmont
CASA’s Board and staff gathered
for an afternoon of discussion and
planning. We talked about the
changing nature of the cases assigned
to CASA volunteers, the need for
interpreters to help communicate with
children and families who have come
to live here from around the globe,
and the issue of how best to help
teens now and as they “age out” of
the system. As we planned ways to
address these important challenges,
we realized they would require even
more resources.
“Philanthropy is the mystical
mingling of an artful asker, a joyful
giver, and a grateful recipient.” This
oft quoted saying helps to make
simple what many think of as a
complicated process. Seeking,
receiving and acknowledging
charitable giving is more art than
science because it is all about
people, and we are different one from
another. I believe there are as many
motivations for giving as there are
donors; however, most donors care
deeply about what they support and
want to be sure that the dollars they
give are used well in the short term
and have an impact in the long term.
Ruth Stone, in the words of her staff
colleagues, “squeezes every dollar.”
The Friends of CASA committee
and the boards over the years have
been persistent and artful in their
asking. We believe givers feel
good about their gifts because they
understand the need: more often than
any of us would like, local children are
neglected or abused, and a court of
law must step in and decide where
the child should live and what services
should be made available to that child.
We gain conﬁdence from the fact that
88% of our gifts are given by people
who have given before. And, each
new year others join the effort. We
hope and trust that the organization
shows its gratitude ﬁrst, by using each
gift well, second by enhancing and
improving our services every year,
and ﬁnally by saying thank you, over
and over and over again. CASA is
blessed with a cadre of donors who
give, and give, and give. Your interest,
involvement and support advance the
mission every day. Thank you!
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JOIN US: VOLUNTEER TO ADVOCATE FOR A CHILD

FA L L 2 0 1 0 T R A I N I N G B E G I N S I N S E P T E M B E R
To ﬁnd out how you can help abused and neglected children
ﬁnd safe, permanent homes please call Piedmont CASA at

(434) 971-7515, email pcasa@embarqmail.com, or apply
on-line at www.pcasa.org.
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www.pcasa.org
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Charlottesville, VA 22902
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